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WELCOME
 The story of the summer school is about working together across 
cultures and inspiring dialogue between students of architecture from different 
learning environments. We do this by creating a stimulating platform in a city 
unfamiliar to most participants where ideas can be exchanged, experiences 
can be shared and where we build physical “things” to highlight the strength of 
teamwork.  
 This booklet is a summary of the process as well as product of almost 
three weeks collaboration between 32 students, 7 tutors and 3 organisers from 
15 nationalities brought together in Seoul, South Korea under the overall theme 
Resilient Cities through Culture. 





Introduction
By Anne Marie Galmstrup

 The objective of the summer school in Seoul was to 
encourage the architectural exploration of place from a human 
and social perspective and to question the context, purpose and 
consequences of architectural intervention as a starting point. We 
therefore asked students and tutors first to explore site-specific 
challenges and opportunities within the mega-city of Seoul before 
making proposals of how of Seoul had the potential to become a 
more resilient and sustainable city in the future. 
 First, as a group we looked through the lens of “Resilience 
through Culture” while getting to know each other. We then hosted 
a symposium looking at “Resilience through Social Infrastructure”, 
before spreading into teams and focusing on five neighbourhoods 
and suggesting “Resilience through hacking, confrontation, sharing, 
adaptation and community”. Finally, our seeds of inspiration grew 
together in one installation which was exhibited at the UIA world 
congress and where our ideas, very much rooted in the city of 
Seoul, were shared, discussed and harvested by the whole UIA 
network. 
 The summer school took place between 21st August and 
8th September 2017 in the Mullea Dong Art Space - one of Seoul’s 
many metropolitan borough art spaces - and was followed by an 
exhibition at the UIA World Congress in Seoul.
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Resilient Cities through... Culture
By Anne Marie Galmstrup

 While climate change and knowledge-sharing have no country 
borders, sustainable environmental solutions often have to be tailored to 
specific contexts, climates and cultures in order to succeed. 
 With this objective, and with the theme for the UIA congress 
being “Soul of City”, we set out to explore how a deeper understanding 
of a specific culture and community can support sustainable city 
structures for tomorrow and ultimately contribute to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals 2015 making cities and human settlements more 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 
 By 2050 70% of the world’s population will live in cities, and they 
will live in cities their entire lives. One of our highest responsibilities as 
architects, planners and urban designers today is to create sustainable 
solutions - providing for more people using fewer resources - for this 
rapidly growing urban population. Whereas global factors like climate 
change and knowledge-sharing may have no country borders, truly 
sustainable urban architectural solutions must recognise and be tailored 
to the specific climate and culture of a place and its people if they are 
to succeed. The most successful sustainable urban areas work as social 
networks - as communities which benefit from collaborative effort and a 
shared sense of belonging. 
 The objective for the summer school was to look at Community, 
Culture and the Civic dimension of our cities. The intangible qualities of 
Place, Belonging and Identity. The concept of an engaged civil society 
shaping local affairs and how we as architects and planners can use 
these as guidance and tools to create good civic spaces with people at 
their centre as well as more environmental resilient cities. 
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Why do a summer school?
By Robin Cole-Hamilton

 Many stars aligned to bring about this summer school. The 
International Union of Architects (UIA) - were staging their triennial 
Congress in Seoul in September. The host organisers – UIA Seoul 2017 - 
wanted to give a special emphasis to students and young architects in the 
programme. The Danish Association of Architects, the professional body for 
architects in Denmark saw the value of a summer school for architecture 
students. Funders shared their vision. Imaginations, a non-profit which had 
previously organised three such schools, was available and delighted to be 
invited take on the commission. A number of the world’s leading school of 
architecture expressed interest in attending. And so the summer school 
was born. 
 Its theme was Resilient Cities through Culture, the concept that 
cities, where increasingly most of humanity will spend their lives, can 
only become truly sustainable through recognising and nurturing the 
uniqueness of local culture and community. The school’s purpose, in taking 
participants through a series of assignments – sketch, study, analysis, built 
response – was to bring together students from different cultures and 
backgrounds and enable them to exchange perspectives, question their 
own assumptions, and collaborate across cultures.
 32 students participated in the school, from 15 different countries, 
along with 7 tutors, themselves representing 5 schools of architecture 
and 7 different countries. And the purpose, excitement, creativity and 
energy of the school was ideally matched by the vibrant context of Seoul, 
a city constantly redefining and remaking itself, and one which offered 
the students an extraordinary mixture of unique environments and 
communities with which to engage and be inspired.
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Why join a summer school?
By Jacob Sturdy

 There are endless reasons to do so. First of all, it is a great 
opportunity to occupy a few weeks of your summer with something 
constructive, to meet new people, broaden your international network, 
to pick up new skills, fresh ideas and new experiences. It is also 
a valuable addition to your CV or future applications, but there is 
something else to be said too. 
 Your term time education prepares you for work, for a 
professional career, but what if you want to learn something outside 
of the standard curriculum. If you want to join like minded people to 
explore, investigate and discuss across cultures, then summer schools 
provide an excellent platform in which to challenge your knowledge 
under the guidance of experienced tutors, within a new cultural 
context. 
 Architecture is now more global than ever; what should global 
architecture look like? We are the next architects, so that question is 
for us to answer and it needs an open discussion which crosses many 
borders. It is rewarding, but also valuable to start that dialogue early, 
when you can, because it will open up many new opportunities and 
maybe it will give you a seat at the table. This summer school was 
one such example of an international collaboration, which brought a 
variety of cultures together to discuss the resilience of our cities and 
the challenges that they face. Fundamentally, it was the beginning of 
a new network of young architects, looking to answer these questions 
together. 
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Programme
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PART 1
 The purpose of the first part of the summer school was to get to know 
the city and each other and consisted of hand sketch assignments rooted in the 
cultures vernacular craft tradition as well as different guided walks in and to 
the outskirt of Seoul to obtain local views on both formal and informal areas. 
The initial activities were concluded in a half-day symposium open to the public 
where professionals from abroad and locally who work with resilient cities on a 
daily basis shared their research and experience with the students.  
 The power of the initial group activities was to create an open-minded, 
collaborative atmosphere where thoughts can be shared unreservedly among 
participants coming from many different learning environments, disciplines and 
cultures. 
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Walks: The Formal City 
By Jiwon Park

 The Seoul National Palace Tour, which started 
from the top of Naksan Park, became a time to understand 
the Seoul city in its historical flow. On the way to the 
Changdeokgung Palace, which was built in the Goryeo Dynasty, 
it was able to see various buildings built during the Japanese 
occupation. Then we went to see Changdeok Palace and could 
hear many explanations how it changed during the flowering 
season. It was interesting to see that the history of Seoul was 
displayed in the buildings in many places of the city. 
 There are places where such buildings and layers of 
cities are naturally connected, but there are also broken parts. 
However, when I walked along the sculptures of the broken 
time, I could naturally feel the layers of Seoul city in my head.
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Changdeokgung palace

COntrasts of seoul FAST-TRACK HISTORY OF SEOUL
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Walks: The Informal City 
By Iunia Buricescu

 There is something rather peculiar about visiting 
parts of Seoul that little to no tourists know about. It feels like a 
mismatched collage done by inexperienced artists. It smells like 
dust, fried oil, and leather. There are rows of shoes, of clothes, 
and then there are food stalls and coffee shops. There are 
puddles on the ground and wires above your head, hanging, 
dwindling in the wind, ready to snatch you by the throat. It’s 
crowded, it’s strangled, it’s messy. 
 Then, there are the people, the human souls behind 
these material objects. And they come with stories and 
memories, pain and regrets. Suddenly, the collages turn into 
screenshots and you can’t figure out if you’re in a Godard 
movie or in a Wong Kar Wai one. It’s a world within a bigger 
world, thriving, pulsing, living behind tall concrete monsters. 
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the colofull street of mural village

THe path along the old CITY wallTEXTILE MARKET  
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Walks
The formal and informal city journeys





Drive: The City Edge
By Chiara Gerini

 Driving trough Seoul it is an adventure, because you 
don’t know what you will discover, and also a surprise since 
you don’t know how long it will take to get there. It is not a city 
where you can walk or cycle around, it is simply not designed 
for the human scale. We travelled on the twisted highway 85 
minutes to Paju Book City, an experimental cultural city. A big 
project, where many famous architects collaborated to design 
the publishing houses, but the result is not a desirable one: the 
interiors are harmonious space for art whereas the exterior 
is dull and not human friendly. Paju is 40 minutes far from 
Goyang, a satellite city, a shelter for workers, designed with a 
fixed plan for every type of building, it has 900,000 inhabitants. 
 After two hours of traffic jam, we arrived in Gangnam, 
a financial district in the south of Seoul. It has lively streets with 
shops and restaurants, the features of the buildings blending 
in a chaotic and modern mix. Density and scale change 
according to the area, the beauty of Seoul lies in the variety of 
scale: the stalls and the skyscrapers, the length of the subway 
and the alleys between the hutongs, the Han River and the 
electric cables in the air. 
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Museum mimesis by alvar aalto AT BOOK CITY

THE han river FROM THE highway Traffic AND APARTMENTS
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Drive: The City Edge
A Journey TO THE OUTSKIRTS OF SEOUL 





“Beyond learning to work in a team, I also realized that 
there were universes that I did not know how to look at. 
I learned to dare to consider everything relevant for the 
architectural field.”

MARGAUX SOLMON
    Ecole d’Architecture Paris Belleville, Paris

”First, it's a great chance to communicate with students 
from all over the world and to learn their different cultures. 
Second, under the help of UCL professor, the two weeks 
design with my teammates from five different countries 
impressed me a lot. My teammates have great imaginations 
and enthusiasm in this design. The design method is totally 
fresh to me, and I like the result very much. Third, I think 
the summer school widened my life style. Before I join this 
summer school, I can hardly have the chance to enjoy freetalk 
each night. Fourth, this three-week activity helped me to 
understand Korean much more, such as their history culture 
and diet culture and so on. Fifth, I think the theme Resilient 
Cities through Culture is a reasonable background. I have 
read some books from the reading list you offered, and I 
found the book "Cities for people" written by Jan Gehl is 
really enlightened to me. To summarize, I'm appreciated for 
the chance you offered to us to take part in this high quality 
summer school, I think I gained a lot.”

 BAI XUESHAN
    Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin



“It is really the best decision I have ever made I think. It 
is my pleasure to attend this and make friends with all of 
you. I really gained a lot and it will help me greatly to do 
some decision in the future.”

HANG ZHONG
   Chongqing University, Chongqing  

”Being able to take students from the Bartlett and 
collaborating with students and professors from around the 
world was an unforgettable experience. Proudly watching 
the students to become more confident with the cultural 
surroundings and working together, jumping language 
barriers and using the drawing as a common ground. Taking 
students out of the comfort zone in design and cultural 
surroundings is an opportunity that needs to be part of a 
new global educational opportunity.”

SABINE STORP
   Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, London



”I discussed a lot of ideas, exchanged knowledge and shared 
new experiences with a lot of incredibly talented people, 
from a variety of cultural backgrounds. What I take most 
from this experience, is an excitement, eagerness but also 
hope for the future of architecture, because it looks more 
collaborative and more sustainable for it. “

 JACOB STURDY
    Royal Danish Art Academy, Copenhagen

”During summer school, I was able to experience many things 
that I could not in Korea. Despite the differences in culture 
and language, I could still enjoy many new experiences with 
new foreign friends of similar age. The whole process was 
really fun, not just during the project itself, but also the team 
bonding sessions and celebrations upon project completion. 
Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to my team 
mates and tutors who helped me a lot even when I could 
not communicate in English well. I would definitely like to 
participate again in the project when it is held in Rio !”

HAN-JANG HEE
     Hanyang University ERICA, Seoul



”It was just one month, but I am extremely grateful for 
this experience. I learned to sew, to build the scaffold,  
to wonder why,  to share more  with other people and 
I learned how to keep an open mind.”

CHIARA GERINI
    University of Genoa, Genoa

”Growing up and going through life, I guess I became a 
lone wolf. Trips by myself, eating by myself, seeing a movie 
by myself, this kind of things never bothered me. They 
still don’t. But getting to visit a country which is built on 
strong concepts like ”sharing” opened my eyes to another 
world. What can be more beautiful than sharing thoughts, 
memories, experiences, food with other people that have 
something in common with you? Seoul, other than stealing 
a part of my soul forever, taught me this, for which I’ll be 
forever grateful.”

IUNIA BURICESCU
    Technical University of Cluj-Napoca, Cluj-Napoca



Sketch: The Plan 
By Bea Bartha

 One of the best ways to start a day and have an overall 
picture about a new city’s surroundings is a morning walk. Lead 
by a local Korean student and of course by curiosity we visited 
3 different sites located south west of the river in Mullae Dong 
neighbourhood. 
 I can recall that rainy day when we wandered around 
the area with an ambivalent feeling not just about the different 
scale of the streets, but also about the different character of 
them. Amazed with the coexistence of the strong metal industry 
workshops, high rise residential buildings with the hustle and 
bustle of a dynamic highway including restaurant and coffee 
shops in the same area. 
 After returning to Mullae Art Space, our main spot, 
everybody tried to express by tracing the 3 individual plans of 
the neighbourhood. It was an experiment with new techniques, 
drawing with brush and ink on hanji paper followed by a pin-up 
and critiques.
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PLAN TYPOLOGIES FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD
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 Sketch: The Intangible 
By Margaux Solmon

 For the second session of the sketch assignment, we 
kept studying the same area: Mullea Dong. After a one hour 
walk we came back at the art space. The aim of the exercise was 
to represent our understanding of the area. It was not question 
of drawing facades or perspectives drawing, but to try to be 
analytic. 
 As we were in group of four, once we had finished 
drawing, we hung our group production together with the plans 
made the day before. Then everybody gathered in aim to talk, to 
compare, to emphasize any ideas... This sketch assignment was 
crucial considering that it induced our reflexions and knowledge 
about the city.
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INK AND BRUSH SKETCHING ON HANJII RICE PAPER 

DRYING SKETCHES
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Sketch: Pin-up
By Marta Ribes

 For the pin-up, we hang by teams our sketches on 
wires that we hold from beam to beam. On one side was the 
Plan, the other side, the Intangible. A beautiful landscape of 
white papers touched with black brush-strokes. 
 One by one, we started to describe our works by 
presenting our impressions. At first glance, the plan was where 
more similarities could be seen, since it was more objective. 
However, in the Intangible the imagination flew and transported 
you to parallel worlds of the same place. There were different 
histories of the same sites, as we are people from different parts 
of the world with different baggage.  Also, the tutors analyzed 
our paintings and enriched the whole experience. It was a 
challenging and very interesting activity.
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SHARING SKETCHES
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The Circle: Impression, Question & Thought
By Jeremie Dussault-Lefebvre 

 An exercise to limit to a single; to narrow down our 
thoughts, to question with focus, to open discussion.
 One word - Blindfold, Community, Artisans, 
Neighbourhood, Walk, Discovery, Bunny, City, Soul, History, 
Impressive. 
 One question - What if; the sleeping giants wakes up? 
The whole Seoul would live inside the old wall? London had the 
same food sharing culture? All that’s left are residential towers? 
The only transits bicycle? How big would be a tower in order to 
feed the whole city? 
 One thought - Unique, Brief, Intense, Mind-opening, 
Rewind, Experience, Korean BBQ, Friendship, Everyday, Kamza 
Hamnida.
 The tripartite exercise for the summer school - 
Inquiry, investigation, learning’s.
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one word summarizing THE first impression of seoul

One question TO the city of seoul one thought / SUGGESTION For Seoul 
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“A three-week pressure cooker mixing different nationalities, 
universities, and teachers made for an intense and exciting 
summer school. Putting together an exhibition with 32 
students while diving into the wonderful, non-stop and ever 
surprising city of Seoul was an amazing experience. Made 
me want to be a student again.”

THOMAS PONDS
   Imaginations Cross Cultures, Rotterdam

”Three weeks of UIA summer school was a memorable 
life experience. Students from various countries 
shared their thoughts through architecture and it was 
an honor to be with them.“

YOU JIN HWANG
    Yonsei University, Seoul 



”I was impressed that all the students coming from all 
other countries have different but FANTASTIC ideas. As 
a Korean, through this ideas , I could find out Seoul’s 
twinkling and vivid part hidden by familiarity. It was really 
greatful to do this project bases on my hometown with 
awesome friends.”

MIN JI CHA
    Dankook University, Seoul

“To cross the world to discover a culture and city completely 
different than mine is already an amazing experience. To live 
this, learning, thinking and sharing together, with people from all 
over the world, for almost three weeks, is memorable for us, for 
the locals, for the neighbourhood, for the city... for all. We had an 
academic, a practical, architectural and urban experiences, but 
the most important experience was the human one.”

CAIO GUARANÁ
    University of Rio de Janeiro, Rio



“Seeing students and tutors from around the world 
gather for an architectural collaboration was truly 
inspirational!  Not only was the UIA Summer School a 
platform for sharing ideas but also a way of connecting 
with new friends.”

SO YOUNG
   Hanyang University ERICA, Seoul

“The Summer School in Seoul this year has expanded my 
growing interest in different cultures and the impact they 
pose on design. It was very interesting to explore the main 
characters of Mullae-Dong and focus our installation on site 
specific relationships. The two weeks spent in Seoul allowed 
me to make fantastic friends and get an insight into the 
wonderful South Korean culture.”

KAROLINA KIELB
   Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, London



“The summer school was an incredible opportunity to discover 
Seoul, to collaborate with people from all over the world, and 
to offer a reflection on the city through a built installation. The 
value of this process is evidenced by the variation and richness 
of the final installations.”

BENJAMIN WELLS
    Royal Danish Art Academy, Copenhagen 

“There are memorable moments during the UIA 
summerschool activity. Our group consisted of friends 
from Lithuania, England, Italy and Denmark, and tutors 
from Turkey. All of the moments when many friends gather 
together to gather opinions with one goal and run together 
are memorable. Even though culture and language are 
different, I will not forget the past times when we laugh and 
share sad feelings while live together.”

JI-WON PARK



Resilient Cities through... Social infrastructure 

 To conclude the first part of the programme of the 
summer school we held a symposium with a star line-up of 
speakers flown in from all over the globe.  
 Speakers were a mix of professionals, planners, architects, 
academics, client representatives, artists and curators and came 
from Brazil, China, Europe and South Korea. All where they asked 
to give a brief talk about their work focusing on the overall theme 
of Resilient Cities through Social Infrastructure and with a open 
discussion after each session.
 The symposium was structured in three sessions going 
from the large city scale looking at declining and aging cities, to the 
urban level discussing neighbourhood infrastructure and identity, 
to community level discussing cultural institutions and their 
synergy with civil society.  
 The intention of the symposium was to spark the 
questions through different viewpoints and equip students with a 
better understanding of the opportunities and challenges facing 
our cities by sharing specific global case studies. 

Symposium
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A - City Scale:

Planning for a declining population 
By Anne Marie Galmstrup

 The city of Seoul accommodates 50% of South Korea’s 
population with over 25 million residents in the Seoul Greater 
Metropolitan area and 10 million in the city centre. Most megacities 
today are struggling to provide sufficient space for their growing 
number of residents. A decade ago this was Seoul’s situation; today 
the population of Seoul is declining. Despite being one of the largest 
cities in the world, to a visitor the city centre now seems spacious 
and vast, since the massive growth has happened predominantly in 
the surrounding suburbs. 
 Does this mean that one of Seoul’s most significant 
challenges is how to create a thriving diverse and dispersed city 
with a declining population or a shifting pattern to its density? Will 
the city, or should the city intervene to rebalance and re-invent 
itself? Economically, politically, socially and technologically, what 
are the strategic drivers of a resilient, sustainable, successful Seoul, 
from local, national and global perspectives?
 How do we plan for a declining, pattern-shifting, evolving 
city? What is intelligent diversity and is it important? Do taxpayers 
have the right to public space as well as public utilities and services? 
What is “place” and what is “public”?

Moderator:  Anne Marie Galmstrup, Imaginations Cross Cultures, London
1. Markus Appenzeller, Managing Director MLA+, Amsterdam
2. Sung Hong Kim, Professor University of Seoul, Seoul
3. Peter Maxwell, Head of Design London Legacy Development Corporation, London
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the f.a.r. game-by sung hong kim 

LOW vs high homogeneous vs heterogeneous
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By Jacob Sturdy

 The first session of the symposium approached the urban at a 
city scale; to discuss the best ways in which a city can accommodate its 
changing population. Themes of densification, gentrification and suburban 
sprawl linked each presentation together. Sung Hong Kim, a professor 
at Seoul University, gave a descriptive presentation of the mechanisms 
implemented to manage Seoul’s demand for residential development, 
which has accommodated 25 million residents in the Greater Metropolitan 
area of Seoul more than double the population within the city centre. 
 Opposed to suburban sprawl, Markus Appenzeller, managing 
director at MLA+, discussed gentrification as a phenomenon that we 
as architects cannot ignore due to its effectiveness as a method of 
development. He advocated for urban densification over suburban sprawl, 
highlighting the many opportunities for densification of urban centres in 
many cities due to empty brown-field plots abandoned by industry.
 The third speaker was Peter Maxwell, Director of Design London 
Legacy Corporation in London, an organisation established to manage the 
development of the largely untouched area to the east of Central London 
in preparation for the London Olympic Games in 2012. The Olympic Games 
provided a driving force for development in that area and the regeneration 
of surrounding areas, with the provision of a large proportion of social 
housing units, much needed in the city. 
 The Q&A session that followed the presentation’s opened 
up a discussion of whether gentrification was an effective method of 
development or whether it created undesirable affects and negatively 
impacted the existing community. 

A - City Scale:

Talks & Discussion
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London developing plan

The area during the olympics game after the game
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B - Neighbourhood Scale:

Infrastructure and Identity  
By Anne Marie Galmstrup

 Cities, especially those which have grown as quickly as Seoul has over 
the last 50 years, must rapidly adapt and expand their infrastructure. The city of 
Soul has seen its population grown ten-fold over that period to the current total of 
25 million people in the Greater Metropolitan area. This extremely rapid growth, 
especially in the 1990s and in the suburban areas, also meant that infrastructure 
developed fast, often with a premium on speed of construction over long-term 
durability and integration. Maintenance of this infrastructure, both urban and 
building is a major challenge for the city today. This encompasses everything from 
upgrading sanitation to securing fast-track building projects against collapse to 
reinventing outdated commercial complexes or industrial areas to adapt from an 
industrial to a knowledge economy. 
 However, some of these neighbourhoods or building complexes now 
have a life and presence of their own and represent part of an important era in 
the history of Seoul and therefore perhaps also part of the cultural identity of 
the city. Are they assets to cherish, retain and repurpose? Do they have cultural 
value and meaning? Or can they be swept aside in the next phase of change and 
renewal?
 What do regeneration, gentrification and preservation mean in a Korean 
context? What are the elements that make up a “neighbourhood”? Are human 
scale and a semi- public accessible ground floor important for a neighbourhood? 

Moderator: Sabine Storp, Bartlett, UCL, London
1. Hae-Won Shin, Director Lokal Design, Seoul
2. John Lin, Director Rural Urban Framework, Hong Kong
3. Jaewoo Park, Principal Haeahn Architects, Seoul
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architecture and communitY-project by JoHn 

infrastructure-project by hae-won shin
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B - Neighbourhood Scale:

Talks & Discussion
By Iunia Buricescu

 The theme of the second session of the symposium focused on the 
neighbourhood level of a city. Concepts such as infrastructure, urban development and 
identity were brought up during the three presentation, followed by a Q & A session 
where different details were discussed. 

Hae Won Shin from Lokaldesign started part two with a very straightforward idea: 
it’s not about conservation, but rather about preservation. It is not about creating 
something from scratch but rather making the best of what we already got. Following 
this idea, Hae Won Shin showed us different examples in which this belief was used, 
giving a new image to different places without erasing their identity and cultural value. 

John Lin raised a question in the second presentation:  how do we negotiate the 
collision and contradictions between urban fabric and rural fabric through design? 
Paradoxes inherent in rapid urbanization such as “disruptive villages” (they rise after 
mega infrastructures are built) or “empty villages” (they are left behind once the 
population moves in the mega cities) were discussed. But what happens when the rural 
invades the urban? When traditional nomads move to the urban area? At the end of 
the presentation we were not give an answer, but rather another question: where is the 
rural in an urban world? 

Last but not least, Haeahn Architecture gave us an introduction course on one of the 
elements that characterizes the Korean skyline nowadays: the Korean apartments built 
in high rises. Traditional Korean elements (such as ondol) were used when designing 
these apartments in the beginning. But as society and its needs change with time, a 
new approach in Korean apartments aims to create places for diverse lifestyles, mixing 
different type of apartments and creating places that could bring the community 
together.  

54



Hospital for the community by JoHn lin

Housing in seoul by jaewoo park 
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   The city of Seoul has seen a significant rise in building 
cultural institutions especially during the recent decade. Notably the 
Dongdaemun Design Plaza and the Asia Culture Center, but there has 
also been an increase in hosting international creative Biennales and 
there is a growing underground art scene. What is the planned purpose 
of investing in public cultural institutions and events? What do they 
contribute to the city’s sense of itself? 
 Cultural institutions are sometimes located and used to 
influence an urban area’s character, and to reflect back to local residents 
a sense of their shared identity and place in history. Cultural institutions 
as moderated public spaces can also be designed to provide people 
with a different form of engagement with each other in the public realm. 
Cultural institutions can stimulate and represent local communities. What 
is the role of cultural and public institutions in our cities? Are they intrinsic 
to nurturing a healthy and engaged civil society? How does contemporary 
art of all forms shape our perception of a place and its people? 
 Does Seoul have an identity, or many? How “public” is a cultural 
institution and how does it interact with the city or its citizens? Should 
cultural institutions play a role in their local community or cater for a 
specific community? What is “community” and what is “civil society”?

Moderator: Robin Cole-Hamilton, Imaginations Cross Cultures, London
1. Choi Moo Gyu, Architect, Seoul 
2. Jiyoon Lee, Director SUUM project and previous director MMCA, Seoul
3. Alexandre Orion, Multimedia Artist, Sao Paulo 

 

C - Community Scale: 

Cultural Institutions and Civil Society
By Anne Marie Galmstrup
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art in the city: museum

art in the city: craft shops art in the city: regeneration

2
SamCheong-dong after
MMCA
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By Caio Cavalcanti 

 The third session of the symposium was about h that 
contemporary art dialogues with the community and the role of 
cultural and public institutions in our societies. 
 Choi Moo Gyu, an architect from Seoul, started the session 
talking about his solo exhibition ”Barricade” that would be presented 
in the cultural center. A metaphoric view of the barriers, using the 
Mullae Dong most common material: metals.
 The second speaker, Jiyoon Lee, former managing director 
of MMCA Seoul and founding director of SUUM Project, talked 
about the influence of art institutions on the geography of Korea. 
The first example was the beginning of indie music culture in the 
Hongik Area, that opened doors to alternative and cultural spaces, 
and even expanding the area, now one of the most visited areas 
of Seoul. Showing how public art and institutions transform all the 
neighborhood and the city community, as it brings diversity and 
revitalizes the whole area, creating a new and better identity.
 The last speaker, Alexandre Orion, a multimedia artist, 
exposed his approach to the urban scenario, as he is from the biggest 
city in Brazil, São Paulo. His work, mostly on the streets, deals directly 
with the context and the people where it is placed. He doesn’t know 
what is the final result, and that’s when the natural dialogue happens 
with the common usual activities, changing all perception of the place.

C - Community Scale: 

Talks & Discussion

58



barricade sculture by Choi Moo Gyu

wall art BY alexandre orion
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Art in the City
By Keting Zhou 

 Art is becoming a necessary part of our cities and it opens 
up opportunities for people to gather, communicate, share and 
appreciate beauty. In Honggik University art can be distinctive 
characteristics to draw tourists and make the area lively; in 
SamCheong-dong and Gwangju art installations can exploit the 
traditional remnant to trigger out opportunities for culture, tourism 
and business; in SeongSoo-dong artists can cooperate with the local 
industry to renew the place. 
 Art is also affecting and changing people. When we see 
paintings on walls, we could unintentionally become part of them, 
making funny and interesting scenes. Sometimes it can be strong 
enough to make people reflect on their behaviors, just like the tunnel 
painting Ossário shows. When people are already used to mistakes 
they did to the environment, art reminds them of the guilty and 
responsibilities. 
 Art installations or works are 
never simple devices for visual value, they 
are created and derived from careful 
observation into life. Artists try to convey 
their thinking’s for some problems, in the 
meantime, observers will also have different 
understandings towards the work. Art 
work is like a medium, derived form city, 
engaging people to distinguish beauty from 
ugliness and make the city better.



Closing remarks
By Professor Jae Uk Chong

 A city is reflected figures of living 
culture trough the history of times. And there 
are multi-perspectives to understand the 
conditions of the human environment though 
a most abstract figure to a very specific 
number (scientific). 

 In this respect, a content of the 
symposium is layout respectively in cross-
discipline manner from the field of social Arts, 
Architecture and Urban design in different 
levels to examine the cities and cultural 
reflects towards ’ a true resilience’.
 
 The students and the participants 
should have fruitfully experienced through 
the symposium that urban complexity 
and sensitivity of our social-physical 
infrastructures through the history and 
culture which are altogether liquidized in our 
cities Inclusively.



“Before I spoke his name
he was simply
one set of gestures, nothing more.
 
Then I spoke his name,
he came to me
and became a flower.
 
Just as I spoke his name,
I hope that someone will speak my name,
one right for my color and perfume.
I long to go to him
and become his flower.
 
We all of us
long to become something.
You for me, and I for you,
we long to become a never-to-be-forgotten 
gaze.“

Flower  by Kim Ch’un-su, South Korean poet.

JEREMIE DUSSAULT-LEFEBVRE
University of British Columbia, Vancouver

“I am glad I took part of this experience, not just because 
people from different backgrounds, cultures and universities 
collaborated side by side, but also for the network we built 
along these three weeks.”

UMBERTO GROSSO
    University of Genoa, Genoa 



The amount that can be done by a group is much 
more than the simple addition of what each individual 
can do. Synergy, in turns, had an incredible power of 
stimulation on all of us.”

CAMILLE FILBIEN
    Royal Danish Art Academy, Copenhagen

“The peculiarities of this summerschool for me, besides the 
excellent organization, have been two aspects: the first was living 
and working together in the same space, very well equipped 
which has allowed us to socialize quickly and to deal with different 
project’s scales: from the urban one to the construction of the 
furniture for the exhibition. the second was the Asian city context, 
a lab of inspiration to reflect on our urban future . I must add 
that as a tutor I was very pleased to have worked with a group of 
students so gifted and motivated”

CHRISTIANO LEPRATTI
   Genoa University, Genoa



Pop-up event
By Thomas Ponds

 Of all the invited speakers for the symposium Alexandre 
Orion had travelled the furthest and arrived with the most luggage. 
He arrived at Incheon airport departure hall after a 36-hour flight 
from Sao Paolo carrying 2 large weekend bags and a mysterious 
wooden box, which seemed a bit much for a 3-day visit to Seoul. In 
the cab to the city it quickly became clear he had more plans than just 
his talk at the symposium.
 Over his three day visit to Seoul Alexandre carried this 
wooden box around through Seoul nightlife, busy shopping streets, 
meetings with gallerists and the symposium itself. Its content was 
an important instrument for his newest project: a fluorescent 
tube light in the shape of a life-size human silhouette. Alexandre 
is photographing people from all over the world within this light, 
assembling a giant collage of different nationalities photographed in 
exactly the same setting. And what better place to take a new batch 
of pictures than an international summer school in South Korea?
Empty shops and dark corners in back alleys became impromptu 
photo studios where unsuspecting Korean passers-by, distinguished 
professors from speaker dinners, travelling architects and students 
were all gently convinced by Alexandre to get their picture taken.  
 After the actual symposium Alexandre transformed the 
theatre into another photo studio where he hit the jackpot, as all 
summer school students (from over 10 different countries) happily 
posed for him. It was a fitting finale for a short but intense trip to 
Seoul. We can’t wait to see the results.
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alexandre orion photo shooting

65



Karaoke evening 
By Francesco Tessitore

 After the first nine days of work, a karaoke dinner was 
organized in the Mullae Art Space Center. Students and tutors 
prepared and set up dinner tables, while three tutors: Christiano 
Lepratti, Sabine Storp and Ahmet Tercan were concerned about 
cooking a good pasta.
 Immediately after dinner the karaoke evening started, as 
in the best Korean tradition. The hosts were the first to open the 
dances, followed by groups divided by nationality.
The students sang in their own languages, and after the Koreans 
students, the best singers, followed the Italians, then the British, 
the French, until the activity become a collective fun where all 
sang together the most famous songs of the English language.
 The purpose of the evening, which was to share different 
cultures and increase confidence, succeeded fully. After five 
days of work in separate groups, sharing a moment of leisure all 
together has allowed students and tutors to get to know each 
other better and share experiences and ideas.
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Sharing food together 

karoke ! ! ! one more song!
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  In the second part of the summer school students was divided into 
five mixed workshop teams with tutors and students from other universities 
than their own. Each tutor had prepared a starting point or interest of research 
for a pre-picked site in Seoul, and it was then up to the students to investigate, 
discuss findings and create an installation based on their collective thoughts of 
a resilient city strategy for that particular area of the city. 
 It requires a lot of effort to collaborate with people you just met - 
whether it’s cultural and personal aspects or different learning methods. 
However, the strength of working together as a team with a time limit means 
that the work has to develop as its being made and that everyone’s ideas and 
effort is needed.

PART 2 2



The Making
MullAE Dong Art Space
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The Sites
FIVE SITES THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF SEOUL 

3.



3.

S E W O O N  S A N G G A

C H A N G S I N - D O N G

2. 

3.

4. 

1. 



Resilient Cities through...Hacking
Team 1 / Lotte Castle

TUTOR: 
NIELS GRØNBÆK
    Royal Danish Art Academy, Copenhagen

STUDENTS: 
CEREN KAYA 
    Mimar Sinan University of Fine Arts, Istanbul 
FRANCESCO TESSITORE
    University of Genoa, Genoa
JANG-HEE HAN
    Hanyang University ERICA, Seoul
MARTA RIBES
    University of Seoul, Seoul
MARGAUX SOLMON
    Ecole d’Architecture Paris Belleville, Paris
PAULA STRUNDEN
    Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, London
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Apartment hacking in Seoul
BY NIELS GRØNBÆK

 The work of the hacking-group has found ways into the soul 
of Seoul using the Seoul apartment - in terms of culture, industry and 
heritage - as its vehicle. Today, representing 10% of the total urban 
footprint of Seoul, these residential compounds seen everywhere in 
Seoul are inhabited by 62% of its households. For an architect the 
question becomes: Is there anything architectural about the designs of 
these mass produced housings - anymore than, say, mass produced 
cars? If at an urban scale maybe yes, at a building scale no. Yet these 
are highly designed artefacts and needed commodities.
 Much more than ‘architecture’, the concepts of ‘active 
form’, ‘multiplier’ and ‘infrastructure’ adopted from Keller Easterling’s 
ExtraStateCraft seem to resonate with the design strategies 
prescribing, regulating and shaping the presence in Seoul of this 
enormous building mass. Dense as they are, these compounds 
do provide comfortable private spheres and next to invisible and 
frictionless service. They also act their description as apartment’ - 
against community. Design and management measures related to 
maintenance, security, parking - of cars and kids - guarantee of privacy 
etc. suggest that infrastructure permeate not only the apartment 
designs framing life, but also the everyday lives of people living in these 
dwelling compounds. What, in turn, permeate both building industry 
and lives, are norms and trends. “Koreans are trendaholics”…
 In the indiscernible zone between infrastructure and 
architecture, between security and privacy, between trend and life, the 
project installs a CCTV monitored hacking playground. We hope you will 
use it. Please, have a hack! 
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TYPICAL Lotte cAstle neighborhood 

TYPICAL street VIEW RECYCLE-STATION where MATERIAL WAS FOUND
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BIG BROTHER 
LOOKS AFTER HIS

GANGNAM SISTERS
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The Making
By Ceren Kaya

 The work on ‘resilience through hacking’ consisted of discussions, 
field trips, material researches and construction processes. Following the 
discussions and field trips to Korean apartment sites it has been realized 
that they were designed and constructed to be an infrastructure of 
people’s lives and they do not have any relation with architectural design. 
Having the CCTV’s everywhere for safety but trying to keep the personal 
life private became main subject of argument after all the empty site 
gardens were observed. Moreover, a discussion on the importance of 
being trendy for Koreans arose due to the reasons why they prefer living 
in apartments.
 Infrastructure as a trend and possibility for it to be hacked 
was determined as the main concept of the installation. The repeated 
apartment-blocks were symbolized by modules which were provided to 
people within a playground where they were encouraged to play with the 
modules in order set a representation of hacking the city and the life in 
it. Furthermore watching them with a CCTV and showing the video on a 
TV monitor as people plays with the cans were installed to improve the 
dilemma between privacy and safety. 
 To be used as modules can-boxes were collected from a garbage 
(recycling station?) and the playground was demonstrated by a video loop 
projection. In addition, a booklet and different postcards were designed 
where some can-boxes were left in the playground for people to play with 
them, sit on them and watch themselves on monitor.
 During the exhibition visitors’ attendance to the playground 
enabled the installation to reach completeness. 
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INSTALLING ”aPARTMENTS”ØAT the coex centerinstallation almost finished

the team cleaning the boxes
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The Making
By Paula Strunden

 Before rushing off to the airport, I met Hang Jan Hee for a last 
lunch in the middle of Seoul. As everybody had already left the city, we 
were in a bluesy mood and mainly talked about how much we were 
missing the rest of our group, recapitulating all the funny moments we 
shared; from climbing rubbish piles in pouring rain in order to gather 
more metal modules for our installation, to pushing loaded shopping 
cards with recycled materials through Mullae Dong’s narrow back 
streets, over convincing a shop owner to sell us his CCTV surveillance 
camera and finding an old television in the labyrinth of Yangsan’s 
electronic market. 
 Not to forget the surprise on our faces, when our favourite 
carpenter offered to drive us back (after he realised we could not carry 
what he had already sold us). All these moments carried a sweet note 
of bridging linguistic and cultural differences that were thoroughly 
discussed during extensive coffee breaks, innumerable delicious 
lunches and never ending dinners around preferably small tables. 
 And when Hang Jan Hee told me goodbye, he remembered 
that he used to think Europeans were rather cold, not particularly 
funny and definitely did not have any abuu, and we realised in how 
many ways the experience of having worked together as a team had 
affected us – leaving each with a big smile on our faces.
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ANALYSIS OF APARTMENT TYPOLOGIES DOLL HOUSE APARTMENT

TESTING SIZE AND STABILITY
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Resilient Cities through... Confrontation
Team 2  / Hangang River Front

TUTOR: 
AHMET TERCAN
Mimar Sinan University of Fine Arts, Istanbul

STUDENTS: 
BENJAMIN WELLS
    Royal Danish Art Academy, Copenhagen
CAIO GUARANÁ
    University of Rio de Janeiro, Rio
FENG XU
    University of Genoa, Genoa
GORDON YIP
    Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, London
JI-WON PARK
    Hanyang University ERICA, Seoul
YOU-JIN HWANG
    Yonsei University, Seoul
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The Edge
By Ahmet Terkan

 The Han River, also known as Hangang River, runs through Seoul 
from east to west. The Han River has played an important role in the history 
of Korea and still today signifies a distinctive symbol of prosperity in the 
collective memory of the Korean people. When South Korea had achieved 
economic growth at an unprecedented speed, observers described that 
accomplishment as “miracle of the Han River”. Running through Seoul, the 
Han River separates the city into two areas: Gangbuk (north of the Han River) 
and Gangnam (south of the Han River). 
 The principal aim of the team study was to focus on the banks of the 
Han River at Seobinggo-dong Area, under the theme “Resilient Cities through 
Culture”. The selected riverfront area between the Hannang Bridge and Banpo 
Bridge was investigated through site visits and later analysis, being considered 
as the convergence of various social and cultural trends and as a continuously 
evolving dynamic flux with a great potential for the future of Seoul. Issues of 
social coherence, subcultures, identity, speed of development and use where 
discussed. 
 Isolated from the city through an intense network of elevated 
highways, railroads, overpasses and retaining walls, the river front suffers from 
the lack of coherent social interaction and anticipated public space. The social 
hierarchies and separation between the lower income northern bank and 
wealthier southern bank citizens limit the potential for community cohesion as 
well as the sensitive use of local values on the waterfronts.
 The scheme proposes that formal awareness and consciousness 
in the day to day use of the public space are preconditions for the political, 
cultural and social engagement of the citizens of Seoul, revealing the essence 
of the city through ultimate confrontation.
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site visit to the river edge

SKETCHING the underpass
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The Making
By Gordon Yip

 After a casual day of walking through the urban grain of 
Seoul and a gentle stroll down the riverside park of the Han River, we 
learnt that there is this unique culture of food delivery services which 
we had to try. On a warm evening, a few friends would sit together 
next to the Han River, order some fried chicken and beer (as it will be 
delivered to them no matter the location), sit under the bright stars 
and drink deep into midnight, chatting away as if there is no one else 
in the world. What an amazing culture.
 Of course, there was work to be done. So every morning one 
would drag their hung-over brain into the closest convenient store, 
grab a bottle of magical hangover juice, then make their way into the 
studio and talk business - this was how we worked. And what came 
out in the end was incredible. 
 Nope, we couldn’t have done it without the beer. Nor all the 
nights that we spent talking with one another over soju, fried chicken 
and live octopus. It was exactly that which led to the strong delivery of 
a multi-layered concept developed over hours of heated discussions 
and a shared perception of things which doesn’t come easy in just 
eight days. A project which discusses our personal take on the subject 
(of The Edge and its social connotations), translated into a piece of 
collective design work that was executed by us. 
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noodle lunch break

building the wall ASSEMBLING the bench 
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Resilient Cities through...Sharing
Team 3 / Changsindong

TUTORS:
SABINE STORP
    Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, London
MATTHEW LUCRAFT,
    Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, London

STUDENTS: 
DONG-HYUN KIM
    Hongik University, Seoul
HANG ZHONG
    Chongqing University, Chongqing 
IUNIA BURICESCU
    Technical University of Cluj-Napoca, Cluj-Napoca
JACOB STURDY
    Royal Danish Art Academy, Copenhagen
MIN-JI CHA
    Dankook University, Seoul
UMBERTO GROSSO 
    University of Genoa, Genoa 
XUESHAN BAI
    Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin
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Sharing community
By Sabine Storp and Matthew Lucraft

 The future of our cities will rely on a close-knit network of shared 
resources, products, services and a culture of mutualistic participation. Looking 
closely at Changsin-dong, Seoul’s buzzing ‘sewing factory’ we began to weave a 
story of how cooperation becomes the key binding agent for a successful industrial 
community. Throughout the sewing district fragments of the traditional industry 
are apparent but are increasingly neglected or erased as the region faces the ever-
apparent threat of redevelopment. 
 Changsin-dong is a community depending on shared facilities to sustain 
the rapid production of garments in close proximity to the heart of Seoul’s coveted 
clothes markets. Sharing spaces and sharing duties are concepts that encourage 
a sense of cooperation and in the process reinforce the sense of community of a 
place. Increasingly, new initiatives are emerging within the ‘sharing economy’ by 
people who experience a problem and seek a means of resolving it quickly and 
efficiently, with the help of the local community. Since the community develops a 
solution themselves, these initiatives are more likely to succeed when supported 
by the government It follows that a new culture of sharing will lead to the advent of 
a society who use less but have greater access to what they need, when they need 
it. Likewise, the age-old delineation between public and private sectors become 
increasingly blurred. 
 Through the mechanism of a collective drawing we analysed the site 
and its potential future. The drawing, structured around the five key processes 
of garment making: pattern drawing, cutting, machine sewing, hand sewing and 
finishing, is a generator of possible futures for the entire district. Drawn across 
numerous scales and different view points, the drawing knits together new and old 
narratives; the embodiment of a collective experience of the site and its inhabitants. 
We envisage that a new culture of sharing within urban communities is paramount 
to the future of sustainable cities… 
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the visit at changsin-dong

sharing culture visiting sewing factory
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Site & task
By Iunia Buricescu

 There is nothing more discouraging about a trip than the 
prospect of climbing hundreds of steep stairs, and the sun hanging 
high in the sky, sneering down at you with those scorching hot rays. 
You feel like your life is about to end, but then you realize you’re not the 
only one in this predicament and it makes you feel slightly better about 
it. Seven people are better than one; at least you have someone to talk 
to.
 Visiting Changsin-dong was like that. This huge labyrinth of 
Seoul didn’t feel welcoming at all. Everywhere you looked you could 
see wires, gaps, narrow streets, stairs, bright logos, weird poles with 
funny fashion drawings on them, and motorcycles going at a speed that 
should be illegal in that kind of circumstances. Then, there were rolls of 
fabrics, packages of freshly cut textiles, doors half opened and curtains 
blocking the view to a world where people learned the magic secret to 
a successful work: cooperation, communication, sharing. Everything 
seemed to be connected by an invisible path, one made out of five 
manufacturing processes that allowed people to finish a garment in 
three days: pattern making, cutting, sewing, hand sewing, finishing.
 We observed, we took illegal photos, we talked to the workers 
and accepted the tea they offered us. We looked for the soul of 
Changsin-dong and we found it scattered all over the place, behind 
every curtain. Changsin-dong is a spider web, one neatly organized. 
When we figured that out, we started to draw.
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TALKING WITH THE WORKERS

SEWING FACTORY work place narrow streets
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The Making
By Iunia Buricescu

 Seoul is one letter away from the soul, and there is no soul 
without sharing, a thing we got to know whilst exploring Changsin-
dong. It started with seven students that tried to understand what 
sharing means for the people living and working in those cramped 
houses on the hills. It was a complex process that we approached 
with one of the easiest methods known by the mankind: drawing.
 Just like every other creative process, we had the first draft 
- a big, messy draft, I must say. Looking back at it, it is hilarious to see 
how everyone chose their own corner and started to draw whatever 
that interested them. Our ideas of sharing were misplaced, but our 
effort wasn’t in vain. We figured out the pieces of the puzzle, and by 
taking these small parts and rearranging them, we created a story 
in the second and final drawing. It’s all about cooperation, about 
communication and about community. There is no “I”, but “we”, 
otherwise they couldn’t mass produce garments within three days. 
It is efficient and successful and makes one wonder why the world 
doesn’t operate like this when trying to solve problems like hunger 
or pollution.
 Along with understanding what sharing means for the 
industry, we, the students, learned how to share among us, be it 
food, ideas, thoughts or space for drawing. We erased borders 
and inhibitions, we cooperated and we managed to understand 
this part of Seoul. There is one question though, that remains 
unanswered: can this community last in the face of redevelopment 
and globalization?
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collage drawing 

applying models to the drawing collective drawing

105



adding people

drawing development

106



final drawing

connecting the drawing highlighting the drawing 
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Resilient Cities through... Adaptation
Team 4 / sewoon-sengga

TUTORS: 
CHRISTIANO LEPRATTI
    Genoa University, Genoa

STUDENTS:
DANIELLA KIM
    University of Seoul, Seoul
FRANCIS NAYDLER
    Royal Danish Art Academy, Copenhagen 
JEREMIE DUSSAULT-LEFEBVRE 
    University of British Columbia, Vancouver 
MAXIM GOLDAU
    Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, London
SERAY TULAY
    Mimar Sinan University of Fine Arts, Istanbul
SU-JIN SHIM 
    Yonsei University, Seoul
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The Ark
By Christiano Lepratti

 The flood has already started, though we may be ignoring 
it. The flood is global sea level rise; a consequence of generations of 
natural exploitation. Exploitation can be equated with attitudes of 
expansion and growth. The vast infrastructural landscapes of Seoul 
reveal a city that has pursued the logic of growth to its highest 
potential in the creation of Giants: an impressive collection of huge 
apartment towers, skyscrapers and shopping malls.
 Rather than symbolising the fuel of expansionist 
thinking, could Giants represent collective endeavour through the 
collaboration necessary to create and occupy their bigness? Could 
the resilience of the architect be to transcend acts of individual 
decadence to form visions of living and working together?
 The 1km long Sewoon-Sangga - the first modern 
construction in Seoul from 1966 - is our testing ground to explore 
this question. Could its layering of grids and banal expression 
support adaptability and diversity within the common language of a 
simple architecture? Could its bigness create boundaries to densify 
against the seemingly infinite horizon of the city? Could Giants 
represent other collective aspirations apart from growth? A study 
of their form and use could hint at other visions. If we live in them 
together, could their form carry us through the coming flood?
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the site: visiting the site sewoon sangaa

inside sewoon sangaa dimension and proportion
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mapping mega structures in seoul
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new identity for sewoon sangaa - part of 9m long section
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The Making
By Seray Tulay and Maxim Goldau

 Sewoon Sangga was a territory unlike anything we 
experienced in team 4. Our journey started with its investigation. 
We discovered how the exterior and interior reflect the various 
programs that differentiate its form. The symmetry and extreme 
tunnel perspectives might initially give the impression of repetition, 
but the shops and their varying interior showed this is just not true. 
The hyperstructure exists within its own world and is a city within a 
city. Detached from the chaotic surroundings it is in itself a miniature 
of Seoul vibrant diversity. 
 We took that impression and scaled up, effectively looking 
at the form of other hyperstructures in Seoul and translated them 
through analogies reflecting the programmes in Sewoon Sangga, 
back into Sewoon Sangga in form of a 1:150 section. While the 
section was starting to discuss the enormous and the miniature, we 
made a model in the same scale that represented Sewoon Sanggas 
repetitive structure and how it contrasts with the programmatic 
spaces. In line with the section and the model, several drawings of 
the giants of the city were made to emphasize on their form and 
their connection to the analogies were further explained in a booklet. 
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section model in the making 

section drawing in the makingbuilding stands for the exhibitions
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Mullea Lights
By Marta Bastos and So Young

 Mullae Lights is an interactive installation which 
represents Mullae Dong and the potential harmonious community, 
which can be formed from three seemingly opposite occupants 
and activities.
 Mullae Dong, a neighborhood in Seoul, is densely 
populated with the steel industry. Cheap rents have attracted a 
community of artists who have weaved their way through Mullae 
Dong and have attracted a significant number of boutique shops 
and visitors.
 An overwhelming aspect of Mullae Dong is the heavy 
steel industry, which struggles to coexist with curious visitors and 
dynamic artists.
 In terms of its urban fabric, the site constantly transforms 
through additions of facades, coloured walls, and graffiti, which 
create new layers marking a challenging shift in occupants and 
activities.
 Mullae Lights, as an installation, displays fragments and 
contrasts of Mullae Dong by consisting of several mobile panels. 
The red, blue, and green coloured layers abstract the three 
conflicting occupants, and when overlapping they create new 
complexions symbolising the possible cohesion between steel 
worker, artist, and visitor.
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team 5 with the artist and architect working in Mulllae dong

street art mullae dong workshop
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Site & task
By Camille Filbien

 Mullea Dong is a dense low-rise neighbourhood in the 
South-East of Seoul, where a complex steel industry has developed. 
Since the 1960s, several hundred small scale workshops form 
a large interdependent chain of production which still plays an 
important role in the manufacturing sector.
 Because of low rents, a community of artists gradually 
moved in Mullea Dong and transformed the area through added 
layers of paint, graffiti and sculptures. This in turn attracted small 
scale cafés, shops and restaurants as well as a large amount of 
curious visitors drawn by the picturesque atmosphere and derelict 
setting of the neighbourhood.
 While some artists have managed to establish a good 
relation of collaboration with their steel-working neighbours, in 
most instances, the different interests and activities are conflictual 
and confrontational.
 The community of Mullae dong is fragmented, but full of 
potential. While it seems relatively certain that the area will soon be 
gentrified, that artists will move once more, and the steel industry 
just stop, could a strengthening of the existing community enable 
resistance, and resilience?
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mullae dong rooftop

architecture studio graffiti, bikes, coffee shops
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model making

ciollective sketch model 
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nine people, one structure

checking the pipes how to build the structure
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The Making
By Camille Filbien

 Mullea lights is an interactive installation which represents 
fragments of Mullea Dong and the potential harmonious 
community which can be formed from three seemingly opposite 
occupants and activities.
 Several mobile panels hang from a steel structure. The 
coloured layers represent the three conflicting occupants: artists, 
steel workers, and visitors. When overlapping: they create new 
complexions symbolising the possible cohesion between members 
of this community. The installation was designed in Mullae Dong, 
using the materials, the skills and the craftsmanship of local 
workers, as well as the expertise of two local artists and architects, 
Choi Moon Kyu and Shin Hae Chul. The pavilion not only represents 
the community of Mullae Dong, it also is the product of the 
collaboration between members of the community: artists, steel 
workers and us - curious visitors...
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here comes the light
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PART 3 3

 The third part of the summer school was to bring all our findings 
together into one installation at the UIA world congress. We had been given a 9 
x 6m space within the large Coex Conference Center for our work and the task 
was now, not only to communicate our ideas on resilience but also to negotiate 
with our neighbouring teams weaving work together into one exhibition to be 
understood and suitable to be visited by the public.
 Its unbelievable how much can be developed in such a short time by 
team effort and joyful to see the proud presenters sharing their works with UIA 
guests. Without doubt we created the most “rough and ready” exhibition at the 
UIA Congress and perhaps also the most rooted exhibition about the Soul of 
Seoul.  



The Making
Coex Conference Center
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The Making: Negotiation of Space
By Thomas Ponds

 Putting together an exhibition with 32 students in 8 days 
was no small feat. 5 different teams of students were asked to make 
an installation as a result of their research into the theme and site. 
How does research into the theme of Resilient Cities and site specific 
observations about the cityscape and Korean culture result in an 
installation? And more importantly, how do these 5 installations 
weave together and form a coherent exhibition in a 9x6,5meter 
exhibition space at the UIA conference?
 We started by letting ourselves get inspired by the city and 
Mullae Dong. As an historic (and still functioning) metal-working 
neighbourhood we quickly realised metal would be a fitting material. 
We made the decision to work by hand, with laptops being banned. 
We did not want to show the usual architectural models and 
posters as a research result but use local materials, and built large, 
interactive, installations.
 The Mullae Dong art space quickly started to fill with 
wood, concrete, plaster, tins and more. The five installations got 
bigger and bigger. A section model turned into a 9m long corridor. 
A observation of CCTV monitoring in Seoul resulted in a mock-up 
apartment made out of food tins with fully functioning CCTV system. 
The 9x6meter exhibition space had seemed enormous but quickly 
became too small. 
 A negotiation of space was needed. During a mid-process 
pin-up of the projects an impromptu 1:50 scale model of the 
space was made, in which the teams started putting their quickly 
assembled paper models of their installations. Putting together all 
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template layout scale 1:20

negotiating space, sharing IDEAS AND models
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the different installation left absolutely no space for movement 
or spectator distance towards the installations. We realised we 
needed to weave some of the installations together. 
With only two days to go until the installation day at the Coex 
conference center the teams were forced to make quick decisions 
and find practical solutions. A safety inspection by the UIA team 
put on extra pressure as the installations had to be adjusted and 
strengthened to make sure everything was visitor and fireproof. 
The weaving together of the installations solved both space and 
safety concerns: a wall from the ‘confrontation’-installation could 
function as a projection screen for the ‘hacking’-team. The signage 
poles for the exhibition could be used as a construction to attach 
the drawings from the ‘sharing’ team. And the garbage-tin walls of 
the ‘hacking’ team found stability by attaching to the ‘waterfront’ 
wooden bench.
 After a go-ahead from the UIA and almost-finished 
installations around midnight before the installation day the final 
hurdle for the exhibition was transportation. All work had to be 
dismantled into various pieces to fit two moving trucks the next 
morning. Furthermore everything had to be assembled back 
together within the span of one Sunday, on a bustling exhibition 
floor full of other groups, teams and countries doing the same 
thing.
 A busy and hectic day with all students and tutors working 
together from 7 in the morning until 9 in the evening was the final 
stretch of putting together this exhibition. Within 8 days the teams 
managed to research their sites, put together a thesis that resulted 
in 5 very different installations that still relate to each other. The 
exhibition, full of large-scale drawings, scaffolding installations, 
wooden mountains, 9m long section models, video screens, 
research books and much more, stood out in the middle of the 
COEX centre, catching the attention of many visitors to the UIA 
conference.
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negotiating space, sharing IDEAS AND models
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The Exhibition
By Anne Marie Galmstrup

 The collective exhibition was entered through the 
“gates” of the Mullea Dong team’s light and steel installation 
which both attracted visitors and lead them into our 
community. The central space opened up and created an 
intimate zone for visitors to linger, study up close or rest. Sign 
poles explaining each team’s findings was intertwined with the 
installation work and a film made during the summer school 
shared our adventures with the public. 
 The hacking team’s tall tin-can-wall created curiosity 
and unfolded in depth with inserted “doll-house” models, 
flyers and a CCTV questioning the uniform apartment trend of 
Seoul while inviting visitors to interact or “hack” the uniform. 
The adaptation team filled the back wall with a nine meter 
long section drawing and model of the giant Sewoon Sangga 
structure creating a calm back drop while questioning reuse 
instead of reconstruction. The river edge team’s bench 
corridor instantly served its purpose as a meeting point by 
naturally becoming a place for informal conversations while the 
Changinsin-dong team’s scale-less detailed drawing suggested 
the power community network and sharing as the future 
resilience of our cities. 
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EXHIBITION GATEWAY by team MULLAE LIGHTS - RESILIENCE THROUGH COMMUNITY

140



141



142

DRAWING BY TEAM chansing-dong - resilience through sharing



corridor of benches by the river team - resilience through confrontation
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Section wall by team seewon sanga- resilience through adaptation
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Interactive installation by team lotte castle - resilience through hacking
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“Walk-through”  
By Benjamin Wells

 A brisk walk-through tour of the installations gave us 
an opportunity to put our ideas to the test and present our 
explorations to several UIA representatives. 
 Each group summarised their research, findings and 
design concept, whilst standing in, sitting on, leaning against the 
final installations. Whilst the gathered audience asked questions, 
offered opinions, analysed designs and suggested alternatives, 
there was a recurring comment that each group had successfully 
grasped a complex problem and therefore been able to offer a 
meaningful response, regardless of any limitations on time. 
 As difficult as it may be to present two weeks of research, 
discussion and design in a few minutes, this was our first 
opportunity to reduce our projects to their essence and then let 
the installations do the talking. 
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professor Chong explaining the exhibition to the mayor of seoul 

students explaining their work UIA members giving feedback
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Presentation to Congress 
By You-Jin Hwang

 Three weeks of UIA summer school has been an amazing 
life experience. Students from 15 different nationalities and cultural 
backgrounds communicated by universal language of architecture. 
We shared thoughts about architectural issues of Seoul, the city I 
was brought up in, regarding its potential, weakness, and prospects. 
This process guided us to synthesize one united product through 
shared planning and decision-making. 
 After the group work, I had an opportunity to present 
from UIA congress about the potentials of Han River, a significant 
landmark of Seoul that signifies the city’s centrality. Through the 
presentation, I was able to ask a variety of questions regarding 
the architecture in Seoul and successfully convey our ideas 
to listeners. I believe the most important aspect in the field of 
architecture is communication because an architect’s work must 
encompass and comprehend lives of individuals from different 
backgrounds. The presentation in the UIA congress provided an 
agora where participants experienced the beauty and the power of 
communication.
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team 3 presenting to congress

anne marie introduce theme and teams team 5 presenting
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panel discussion among tutors 

summer school in rio 2020?
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